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Back Row : G. G. Inkster, E. P. Utting, J. B. Newman, A. L. Ellis, G. H. Newman, K, R. Miles.

Front Row : R. A. Neal, C. W, Elliott, S. H. Johnson (Capt,), D. P. Paterson (V. Capt.), A, R, Martin.

1936 - University A1 Team at the Claremont Showgrounds

1938 WA State Team

UWA reps Ed Utting and Sid Johnson (rear left two), Guilliam Griffiths (front second left)




MATES FOR LIFE
By Doug Paterson & Ted Utting circa 1934  with Shayni Buswell

It cost Doug Paterson just 12 pounds 10 shillings to travel by train to the 1934 Intervarsity Games in
Adelaide.

OA small price to pay for a lifetime of memories,O he said whilst reminiscing over a cup of tea and
Anzac biscuits.

He vividly remembers filling the long hours spent travelling by train across the Nullarbor composing
team songs with his mates and pulling on his worn pair of leather football boots at every stop to have
a Orun aroundO.

The 1934 trip to Adelaide proved a successful trip for Mr Paterson. At the completion of the 5-day
tournament he was selected in the Combined University Team to play the South Australian State
Hockey Team.

Fellow University of Western Australia hockey stalwart, Ted Utting also remembers back to the days
when Al hockey was played religiously each Saturday afternoon at the Claremont Showgrounds with
Omuch longer curved sticks, thicker grass and greater bounce.O

Ol think there was a lot more skill needed back in our daysE as well as overcoming the opposition
with slick passing, dribbling and receiving skills, you also had to try and read the bounce of the grass.
Sometimes it could bounce a couple of feet high into the air,O he said.

According to both Ted and Doug hockey on Saturday afternoons at the showgrounds was as much a
social gathering as it was exercise. A mobile tea-house was open for refreshments and often
girlfriends and mothers would come along and support the boys.

OThere wasnOt any celebrating after the games like there is today, we would just enjoy a cold shower
and a cup of tea,0 Ted s.

Ted believes the lack of transport in his day contributed to the lack of socialising after club fixtures.
With only a lucky few having their own cars, players caught the train or bus to the showground.

According to Ted, Doug was popular at the club as he made his own car whilst studying engineering
at UWA. The three wheel car, with only two small seats, no floor and roof could often be seen parked
in the bare Mounts Bay Road carpark at the university.

Ted joined the University of WA hockey club in 1934 whilst attending the university part-time and
working in a Fremantle office. Ol was intrigue by hockey players, so one day | went down to watch my
brother play at the old Charlie Gardiner Hospital site and the next thing | knew | volunteered to stand
in goals,0 he remembers.OThe goalkeeper thing didnOt last long but my enjoyment of the game sure
did and the following year when studying a science degree fulltime | was playing in the University
First XI at centre half.O0

The UWA First XI was demoted to the second division in 1935 before regaining its position in the
stateOs premier competition the following year.

Ted remembers it being a tough time at the club. Olt was hard being relegated to the second division, |
remember everyone being so determined to return to the top grade the following year,O he said. OWe
would train twice a week on James Oval at the university following our lectures. Not much time was
spent on team tactics thoughEJohn Cruickshank (State Coach) attended the university a couple of
times and gave a few lectures in the Octagon Theatre about tactics.O

Born in 1914 and 1916 respectively, Doug and Ted both attended Cottesloe State School before
being awarded scholarships to attend Perth Mod. Gaining entrance into university in the 1930s was
highly competitive, with interested students needing to attend highly regarded private schools or
colleges where they could sit their entrance examination.



Both Utting and Paterson excelled academically as well as on the hockey field. Doug graduated from
the University of Western Australia at the top of his engineering class before studying his Chemical
Engineering Post Graduate Diploma at University College in England. Utting was a geologist involved
in WMCOs discovery of higkgrade nickel mineralisation at Red Hill (Kambalda) in January 1966 that
triggered the mighty Poseidon nickel boom. The boom reached its peak in February 1970 when
previously little known Poseidon Lt reached $280 a share on the strength of its Mount Windarra
strike, some 300km to the north-east of Kambalda.

Ted and Doug®s most memorable moment was defeating the altonquering Claremont Cricketers in
the 1938 Challenge Cup. Lead by natural sportsman Doug McKenzie, Claremont Cricketers
dominated the A1 competition in the late 1930s of which UWA was one of 8 teams b Subs, Guildford,
Hale, Scotch, Christchurch, CBC and Grammar. Doug also remembers parading around the
Claremont Showgrounds holding a 20-foot long banner on the first fixture weekend to generate
support for the student club.

Both Ted and Doug consider Sydney Johnson as the most influential and talented hockey player at
UWA during their time at the club.




