1980 Nostradamus Tour of Albany
Fearless (centre rear) holding bank notes to groin reqgion
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1990 UWA First Grade Grand Finalists

Fearless, standing on the right
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ALWAYS FEARLESS
By Frank (Fearless) Fitzgerald who joined the club from North Fremantle in 1971.

To say, the UHC has been a major part of my life in the past 30 plus years is an understatement. In
that time | have made some lifelong friends and | have lost some as well. Bob Brindley, Jenny
Greenwell and Danny and Merle Dunn are sadly missed.

Over 200 first grade games, 9 IV’s, serving in every position on the committee, inaugural club
chairman in 1988 following the amalgamation of the men’s and women'’s clubs and not the least, co-
founding member of the Fearless-Stridehoff gang...| do know a bit about the history of the UHC.

As a fresher in 1971, | was first coached by Ross Field and went to my first show with Malcolm
(Sticky) Traill and | was hooked. | met some dubious characters to say the least, Ken Perry, Al Lopez,
Bevan (Snoopy) Buirchell, Murray (Muzza) Griffiths, Jean Michel (String) Merven and two guys who
were a bit different, Chris (Stride) Jones and Tim (Dum Dum) Irvine.

In 1972, John Goldie from Cricketers and who was also the successful state under 21 coach
accepted the Uni A2 coaching position. | think he initially got a shock of what Uni was like as a club
but he soon adapted. During the season we would often retire to Ric Dunn’s place for table tennis
and drinks. Goldie, after a few lizards would always say, “come on I'll play you left handed”, to the
unwary, this seemed like easy meat, however, despite being right handed, Goldie played competitive
table tennis left handed.

1972 also introduced me to IV being in Melbourne that year. | only played 1 game, but | loved it and
decided to keep going as long as | could and in 1973, John Paxton penned my nickname — Fearless
Fireball Ferocious Frank Fitzgerald. It is now an economical Fear.

In 1974 | made my first grade debut at left wing, Frank (Blue) Murray was coach and Steve (Doc)
Hayward, John (Netts) Nettleton and Greg Davies joined the club to play under Blue’s leadership.
Also that year IV was in Perth, which we won and the final dinner guest speaker was Alan Barblett
who had played hockey for both University and Australia. He spoke wearing a great coat and a WW1
Helmet and was very entertaining.

In 1976 we won 1V, lost the A1 grand final, Doc Hayward won the Olympians Medal for the
association fairest and best which inspired everyone on the pitch and Chris (Xmas) Davis made the
first Woodduck Trophy. Despite being a judge along with Xmas and Lindsay (L’ed) Edmonds, | was
the first winner of the trophy having left the Syme Cup at the Chelsea Pizza Bar after travelling 6000
miles and playing 8 games of hockey to win.

Also a huge influence on the club at this time was Fred (Fatman) Desavaugie who was a bar
manager. He introduced the club first to Minskeys in Nedlands and then the Chelsea Tavern. Fred
was captain of the infamous B1 Tan’s. In a tent at the Bunbury Carnival that year we listened to the
Olympic final between Australia and NZ. Fred being a Kiwi was the only happy guy!

1977 saw the Stanley Cup between Australia and NZ played at McGillivray Oval. Steve Gray who
was studying at Ag School and his mates put up the fencing for the test; a sight to behold. A highlight
of the test was when a player drilled the Cup on the stand and dented it, much to the delight of the
crowd.

Another big event in 77 was the airline pilots strike and as a result we had to drive to IV hosted by La
Trobe Uni. We hired three cars, drove non-stop then caught the train home. “Two Gun” Gummer was
the weirdo this year, as he drove to Melbourne wearing gardening gloves. It was this IV that Xmas
Davis confirmed that “Eye Vee is more fun than Tea Vee or the Nay Vee”

Horror upon Horror, 1978 saw combined men’s and women’s V. Naturally, Stride, Dum Dum and |
should attend along with Filthy John Bouchier and the greatest Woodduck of them all Jim Ashby.
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In 1979, Ross Field was coach and Blue was teaching at Applecross SHS, so it was only right that
these youngsters should join Uni so Mike (Spike) Bain, Bruce (BJ) Johnston, Matthew (Bol) Jones
and Gareth (Ga Ga) Widger came to the club.

During the late 70’s and early 80’s we ran the University Pre Season Carnival. Swamp Fox was our
treasury in those days and was an engineer for the Water Corporation, so at carnival time we raised
money by selling water with a dash of cordial, much more profitable than cool drink.

1980 was for me the pinnacle of the 70’s with Blue Murray back as coach and Australian Captain Ric
Charlesworth joining the team from Cricketers, what a year!!!! We won the Challenge Cup, Guth
Ardagh, the R&l Cup, sadly lost the Grand Final 4-5 to Cricketers in extra time, won the Syme,
Bunbury Carnival winners and there was the outstanding Nostradamus tour of Albany.

During an IV function that year Dave (Blades) Viner, Bol, BJ, Russell (Rover) Wood, Brett (Squawker)
Hawker and | wore our Nostrodamus caps, as you do. Some Macquarie Seapigs recognized Blades
as a state player and decided to rough him up in the toilets. He was saved just in time. The next day
we played the Seapigs and in the first 5 minutes Blades was clubbed and had to leave the field to get
stitches. The team were outraged and wanted revenge.

Alf Schnieder playing left wing with a 28 oz stick, normally a fullback, was drilling anybody who came
in range and Squawker our goalie was slide tackling on the 25 yard line. We drew blood, we
conquered, we won and the Seapigs will never ask questions of the Green Machine again. Not only
did we win IV, we won the drinking and the long distance event.

In 1981 | became club president. The club was on a pub crawl in those days, firstly at the Captain
Stirling Hotel and then at the “Shents” and needed a home. For a couple of years the men’s and
women’s club shared the “AJ Williams Pavilion’ with the University Football Club while our own club
rooms were being planned. We hosted IV again in 1983 which was very successfully run by stalwarts
David (Chuck Chunder) Miller and Tim (Friggin) Rigden and with our IV boosted savings started
construction of the RF Brindley Pavilion. Bob Brindley almost single handed, built it being completed
for the 1984 season.

WA hosted the Australian Senior Championships in 1983 which bought lan (Quokka) Milne to Perth
with the Queensland team who stayed on to play for Uni. Following the 83 season many of our first
grade players left or retired and Quokka coached 1984-part 86. | coached Melville City in 1984,
however | never forgot my club. In fact, one Thursday evening | drove to training and set up my cones
only to realise that | had come to McGillivray instead of Melville. You can take the boy out of Uni but
not Uni out of the Boy. | was honoured with Life Membership in 1984.

Midway through 1986 | replaced Quokka as first grade coach and maintained my 100% record of
coaching and relegating a first grade team to 1B’s. It had been 13 years since Uni was last in second
division and everyone was determined to win back first grade status the next year. We lost twelve first
grade players from 86, however Bol, BJ, Lee Bott, Darren (Steiner’s) Steinberg, Bede Rogers and
Justin Taylor all stayed when they could have walked into any other first grade team.

Our plan was to go undefeated with no goals against and win the R&I Cup. We lost our first game1-0
against Bullcreek on a ground that Lee Bott described as a Ryvita Biscuit that had a creek running
through the corner of the pitch. Despite that loss we won 14, drew 3 with 52 goals for and only 8
against and were rewarded with promotion back to the first division for the 1988 season.

Hayden (Smut) Smith and I interviewed prospective coaches for the 1988 coaching position with only
one to welcome the opportunity, Michael Nobbs. Nobbsy was a breath of fresh air for the club. The
South Australian former Australian player who came to Perth when the AIS established here in 1984
was just what we needed to rebuild and dominate. | became his assistant coach.

The other big event in 1988 was the unification of the men’s and women'’s clubs. Angela Kelly, Dave

(Herps) Albrecht and | had the task over summer 1987/88 to bring it together for voting at the first
term general meetings held separately and then combined. Chuck Miller constructed a new

21



constitution and we implemented radical changes to the structure, including the formation of a Board
of Directors. | had the pleasure of being elected Chairman.

| retired from first grade as captain during the last game of the season which was also the R&l Cup
Final. We won!

In Sept 1992 whilst training on the bike | arrested several times and found myself in hospital for
several weeks. Uni had made the first division Grand Final during my stay and defeated WASP on
the day. After Uni had won, Blades rang through the final score, however there was a discrepancy in
the scorers as Blades could not bring himself to ring and tell me that Bol had scored from the field
playing fullback. It was pandemonium in the cardiac ward at RPH that evening as Nobbs and the
team came to visit with their medals on their way to the club. The first menO$Premiership in 43 years,
not something you forget in a hurry.

1993-95 delivered two more first grade flags with the 94 final being lost to Old Aquinians after penalty
strokes. Australian players Mark (Horrible) Hager and Damon (Dingo) Diletti were outstanding for Uni
in these glory years. Blades as coach and Smut as manager of the 1988 State Under 180s discovered
DingoOs potential and encouraged him to join Uni in 1989.

Smutty Smith, almost single handed, organised a synthetic turf over the hill west of the RF Brindley
which was completed 1989 and together with Ron (Later) Hewitt, who designed the building,
supervised a new club house and change rooms which were completed in 1995.

During the 800s and 900s a number of families had recycled as it wer&oung Fields, Brindleys and
Murrays had followed their parents to the club and a new generation of Hewitts, Edmonds and
Howards were starting to appear in the Uni juniors which were started in 1991. The fathers would go
down to the club on Thursday evenings to train briefly before moving to the bar. Most Thursday
evenings would see Jeff (Jovens) Ovens, Malcolm (Speed) Jordan, Later and Muzza Griffiths
enjoying the moment.

In 2002 my son Cam joined Uni U11G@ so it was the same as it had always been, Bunbury carnivals,
training, beers with String Merven, Mark (Howie) Howard, Craig (Macker) McKenzie and Blades. In
2003, after last coaching Uni 23 years earlier and now a successful former Australian coach, Blue
Murray returned to coach Uni. Apart from the fact that some of us have lost most of our hair, you
could have sworn it was still 1974.
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